
 

 

 

 
Sustainability 
What do we mean when we talk about planning for a sustainable Village core?  

Our understanding of sustainability is drawn from the 1987 Brundtland Report on sustainable 
development entitled Our Common Future: 

“Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”  

— http://www.iisd.org/sd/ 

This means that as our community plans for the Village core we do so with several principles in mind:  

• recognition that planning by its very nature implies the long term; 

• recognition of the interdependence of life in all its forms and that the decisions we make 
today will have a profound effect on future generations; 

• recognition that the world is a system—a system that connects both space and time, and that 
Gabriola is affected by the larger world and what happens on Gabriola can have a larger 
impact; 

• recognition that resources are finite and that living within our resources means 
acknowledging that there are limits to growth; 

• commitment to weighing the costs and benefits of decisions fully, including long-term costs 
and benefits to future generations; 

• the belief that sustainability requires the exercise of individual rights and responsibilities in 
the context of the greater community good. 

 

What does this mean for our planning activities?  

It means that we start from an understanding that sustainable planning addresses the social, 
environmental and economic as interdependent activities. It means that we plan comprehensively, 
understanding that each part of the plan is linked. For instance, decisions about transportation may 
have implications for water and air quality. Decisions about waste management may have impacts on 
aesthetic enjoyment and public accessibility. Decisions about design may have an impact on economic 
health. In fact, all planning elements are linked.  

We will approach planning holistically, designing our approach so that we examine each component of 
the plan and understand how each element fits within the larger context. We also understand that 
Village core planning is about much more than infrastructure and hardscapes; it is a vehicle for creating 
beneficial social, environmental and economic impacts.  
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