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VILLAGE VISION WORKSHOP #4 – Water In, Water Out 
Oct. 4, 2015 
 
Community Discussion Points Summary, Dec. 3, 2015 
 
Q1: Should we consider creating a common water system utility? 
 
Key take-away: Support for a large reservoir that could provide fire protection as 
well as potable water, with delivery by truck. 
 
There was widespread concern that having an adequate water supply for all uses is 
an island-wide issue, not just a village core issue. As people depend more and more 
on buying bulk water for various reasons, having a central reservoir would address 
whole island’s needs. The ability to develop more facilities or housing in the Village 
Core area would be enhanced by having access to a central water facility. 
 
Some of the comments made in discussion were: 
 

 Planning a central reservoir might work under the current Fire Improvement 
District, including the taxation needed to fund it. 

 
 White Rock has a private company running their water utility. 

 
 If there is a central, piped system then there is a huge supply requirement 

(both rate and supply) for firefighting need. There was considerable surprise 
at how much these requirements are. 

 
 Concern was expressed about adding more densities, and how a water 

system might make that easier. In other words, having limited water can be 
used as a limiting constraint on growth. 

 
 Concern was expressed that sufficient political will does not yet exist for 

establishing a central water system 
 

 Improvement District is a form of government, but hard to raise or borrow 
money 

 
 Regional District Water Service Area (e.g., French Creek) can borrow money 

and have access to technical staff, but not controlled locally. It would be run 
by the RDN. 

 
 Using rainwater collection for non-potable uses (dual plumbing systems like 

the clinic) takes pressure off potable sources. 
 

 Push for changes in regulations re using rainwater for potable use  
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Q2: Would it be desirable to set up a village sewage system? 
 
Key take-away: Distributed, private sewage systems would work better on Gabriola 
and be less expensive. 
 
Costs, zoning logistics, management and regulations for a large system make a large 
central system impractical for Gabriola. 
 
A system <5000 gpd falls under the Sewerage System Regulations, which are much 
less onerous than the Municipal Wastewater Regulations that apply to systems 
>5000 gpd. 
 
Points expressed included: 
 

 Perhaps set up a Village Core Integrated Waste Management Authority, 
managed by the RDN, to map and monitor all septic systems in Village Core 
to make sure operating properly. (not sure if this is legally possible) 

 
 Many effective engineered systems can be built, even given shallow soil 

situation in village core area. Should consider wetland system using 
Commons and/or Folklife wetland areas. 

 
Q3: Should we push to a change in regulations so that rainwater can be used as 
a source of potable water for commercial use? What about grey water re-use? 
 
Key take-away: It’s not IF we need more flexible situations regarding rainwater, it’s 
HOW we get them. Grey water is a more complex challenge. 
 
Points expressed included: 
 

 Are there other jurisdictions to look to for grey water and rainwater 
regulations? 

 
 Grey water regulations are too complex an issue. Focus on rainwater 

regulations. Others think grey water re-use is essential. 
 

 Many wells on Gabriola have as much or more risk of bacterial contamination 
as rainwater. 

 
 Very little water, on a % basis, of all we use needs to be potable water. (Note, 

in practice 2/3 of indoor residential use is potable). 
 

 How about real-time health testing that could shut down a system if water 
out of spec, like a circuit breaker? 
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Update notes on issue of using rainwater as a potable source – meetings since 
Oct 4. 
 
Rainwater is not allowed as a source of potable water by provincial regulations (but 
it is not specifically dis-allowed either). 
 
Island Health considers rainwater carries more risk of contamination than surface 
water. 
 
The RDN and Islands Trust Local Committee are very supportive of changing 
regulations, and RDN will raise this issue in 2016 at Association of Vancouver Island 
Communities and the Union of BC Municipalities. This is the normal route for local 
government to request changes to provincial regulations and laws. 
 


