
Analysis of Input from Business Owners and Community Organizations 

Topic Business and Property Owners Community Organizations 

Liked Most  A village “centre” to include community 

arts/culture events without impacting local 

businesses. 

 Increased density. 

 More housing flexibility. 

 Walk-ability and human space. 

 Pedestrian and cycle friendly. 

 Downward focused lighting to enable a friendly 

evening environment for extended hours by 

retailers. 

 Community gateway. 

 

 Safe pedestrian facilities with wheelchair and scooter 

accessibility. 

 Places to shop, sit and gather.   

 A multi-use flexible outdoor gathering space. 

 A larger village boundary to include all institutions.  

Concept of multiple “mini-hearts” linked for 

pedestrians in existing public space, e.g Commons. 

 

Liked Least  Centralized parking does not suit some retailers 

such as grocery store and building supplies, which 

will continue to need adequate direct vehicle 

access, (but does suit other retailers such as 

restaurants and coffee shops). 

 Moving the Farmers Market location which has 

better parking availability than in the village 

centre. 

 

 Greater concentration in the village could increase 

isolation of people at the other end of the Island.  

Should balance access to service areas. 

 

Ideas to 
Pursue 

 A Village Trail that is separate from the roadway. 

 Bring business and community organizations 

together to advocate for safe pedestrian 

thoroughfares. 

 Changes by VIHA to enable rain water to be used 

for potable purposes. 

 Have ferry lineup extend up North Road instead 

of Taylor Bay Road. 

 Need affordable/attainable housing to attract and 

 A land trust owned by the community that would 

own property which the Islands Trust cannot do. 

 Needs assessment on age-friendly developments.  A 

pot of funding exists.  Brenda and Lynette will 

investigate further. 

 Create fluid opportunities to engage community 

organizations. 

 Look to increased density that isn’t dependent on 

multi-unit structures, including other models of 



keep workforce. 

 Look at amenity trade-off potential and how to 

make happen. 

 Funding availability potential through the Co-

Op’s Community Spaces program. 

 

detached units, thus shrinking cost of land and size of 

homes. 

 A home-grown Gabriola Foundation with endowed 

funding. 

 Largest growing demographic is people living alone.  

Look at density in a different way – demand on 

roads, water, etc. 

 Examine SG Health and Wellness Survey results re:  

what people wanted at that time. 

 Pay attention to meeting needs of young people. 

 Need attention to rental housing, which is almost 

non-existent at present. 

 Emcon lands are for sale again.  Need an 

organization to buy and hold.  Can we leverage the 

Commons to acquire more common land?  Need new 

zoning definitions that support innovative solutions, 

e.g. a large land holding wanting a dense cluster of 

housing in the centre. 

 Look at creative community financing. 

 Huxley Park not meeting needs for recreation 

facilities beyond planned skate board facility and tot 

lot. 

 Quarterly meeting of community groups to provide 

synergy.  Propose the Community Health and 

Wellbeing Collaborative as that entity.  

 

Critical Issues 
and Barriers 

 Credibility is key.  Plan needs structure and to be 

more formalized. 

 LTC to put time lines on plan. 

 Must adapt to seasonal flows and volume. 

 Water and sewage. 

 Infrastructure to support electric vehicles. 

 Implications of potential fixed link. 

 Need for more public restrooms, with adequate 

safety and sanitation. 

 Problems getting things done.  Need concept of a 

village core entity to carry this work forward. 

 Need a special set of roadway rules. 

 Lack of coordination across governance jurisdictions 

and property lines. 



 


